Pitcombe Parish Council  


 Minutes of the Pitcombe Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 10th February 2026 at 
7.30pm
Present: Cllrs N Hartnell, E Sandeman, J Duffy J Wyatt  
In attendance:  4 members of the public,  Mrs Lucy Trimnell Somerset Councillor, Mrs Tuck, clerk 
2026.12 Apologies Cllr M Groom, M Hutton R Shylan Somerset Councillor Tom Power 
Cllr Hartnell agreed to Chair the meeting and opened the meeting at 7.30pm 
2026.13 Declaration of  Interest – Cllr Hartnell stated that he is a trustee of Bruton Library.
2026.14 Minutes of the Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting were read
 were read and an error was brought up, the water leak is not near the Badgers sett, they will be corrected and brought to the next meeting,
2026.15 Matters Arising: Cllr Duffy stated that the pothole is deeper, he met the famer when it was flooded, there are problems with a manhole and a drain but he will get Gerald and a digger to fix it.. 
 Flood update, Houses in Pitcombe came close to flooding but luckily didn’t flood. Lucie would like to look at Lancombe Lane Need to do more balsam bashing, when the water gets to Pitcombe its too late. We should adopt a catchment wide approach, engaged with Shepton Montague but what about Charlton Musgrove and Wincanton, - what are the issues? Need community spirit and engagement from the Pit to the coast we need a sub catchment approach and need to pull together Farmers and landowners in Pitcombe are known but not onside. We need a picture of what’s going on across the catchment and what we can do where.  Water, Trees and hedges should be on every planning permission. The railway embankment in Shepton Montague is a dam what can be done there? There is funding available through The SRA. Mr Garrett stated that in agriculture leaving land fallow is a no no.maize, putting in green crops to hold the land, he had recorded 31mm rain since 1st January 26 – 7.5 inches of rain has the ground saturated. Need water conservation, to harvest the rain, the stream needs opening up to get the water away. The Bruton scheme was dug out, partially underground,  it has a controlled inflow and outflow and stopped the water rushing through Bruton. Cllr Sandeman has a multi gallon pond – we need a lot more ponds deeply dug. He has cleared around the front of it but doesn’t think it has been cleared for 50/60 years it seems to have worked well but is close to overflowing. Theres still a huge amount to come out it could be dredged to hold more water. There is FWAG funding available to do this. 
 It was  queried where the water is going from Wayside ex Bruton School with the big driveway that has been put there, the more water that goes onto  the road ends up in Pitcombe..    
Lucy Trimnell said she would email the address of who to contact on Somerset. Council.
Wessex Flood recovery has information for residents to do after flooding and who to contact – Clerk to ask Jimmy Flyn to add a page to  the website. John Sykes and son are working on the rain gauge, mrs Hobhouse had warned of a £50 annual fee for the license, Cllr Duffy had his garden flooded.
2026.16 To receive reports: Cllr Power’s report has not been received as yet. Cllr Trimnell reported that the 
Council will get a maximum of 4.99% from the Government for the next year. The county are struggling to get on top of the number of road defects reported. There is a consultation on adult social care. The boundary review will be completed in March. Bridges the bridge hit in Cole had pedestrian barriers with cones in the middle of the road if freezing- on further inspections they have put water filled barriers and have put it on the outstanding work database with high priority. Pitcombe Bridge work is due to start on 13th April 25 and will take 10 weeks – they still haven’t got a bat license.
2026.17 Planning applications, footpaths and road closures. 
i To consider new Planning applications 
	Application number
	Proposal
	Location

	
	
	


ii. Update on Planning applications currently under consideration by Local Planning Authority 23/03192/FUL and 23/03193/LBC Gants Mill Gants Mill Lane Bruton Somerset BA10 0DB, Conversion of disused Mill buildings (part of) and Stables to a single dwelling house with staff flat and ancillary use of outbuildings, with associated demolition, alteration, extension, replacement of modern buildings, together with landscape, access and flood mitigation works, including retention and extension of bund adjacent to railway. No objections
iii. Outcome of Planning applications considered at previous meetings: None advised  
Iv Foot paths Lancombe Lane. Somerset Council have no money and not many contractors which is why she had asked the Council to fund the work to Lancombe Lane, We had three quotes which were very different and she had met Eve Wynn to discuss this.  Lancome Lane  needs to be made accessible for walkers, again it may be possible to get funding from FWAG to complete the work. Cllr Hartnell suggested Mr Drescher should attend the meeting with Eve Wynn, it was also suggested the Mr Garrett and Mr Jennings attend with Councillors. Mrs Fone will arrange the meeting.
v Temporary Road Closures 
ttro445 ttro016820S - Dropping Lane, Bruton 23rd February 2026 and last for 2 days (09:30 - 15:30) to enable Kier to carry out jetting works on behalf of Somerset Highways.
ttro633171S - Mill Lane, Pitcombe 2nd March 2026 and last for 3 days to enable Wessex Water to renew a stop tap
2026.18 Correspondence any correspondence had been emailed to Councillors 

2026.19 Finance 
a. Cheques for approval were agreed, Grant for CAT Bus, Grant for Bruton Library clerks salary and Tax.
b. Financial report was given and approved. 

2026.20 Council Matters –
a) Defibrillator updates Quote has been send and photos have been requested to be send to Insurance company
b) Finger posts updates a quote has been received from Somerset Forge which will be sent to CPRE for consideration at their next meeting.
c) Bruton School for Girls – Cllr Duffy had met with Mr Tuson Bursar from Kings School and a BSG trustee. The response from The Charity Commission in December was that the school could be sold,  
The money could be used to support youngsters in a 10 mile radius of Bruton. but it has to be managed by independent trustees. Mr Tuson would like to sell it asap. We still need to writer to the Charity Commission. Ref the astro turf on which we have an asset of community value, There may be money available through the football foundation, Cllr Duffy will follow-up with the FA. Cllr Duffy is arranging a community meeting in Hadspen Village hall on 14th March at 2pm which will be put in the Parish News, on Social media and the website 
d) SID – no update – write again to Somerset Council. 
Cllr Wyatt wants an answer from Clr Trimnell about how much money is raised for Somerst Council through business and housing rates in Pitcombe. Clerk to email as Councillor Trimnell had left the meeting early feeling unwell. 
2026.21 Items for report and for the next agenda Please note this item can only be used for statements of information and requests for items to be included on the agenda at the next meeting. 

A Chairman needs appointing
Date of the next Parish Council meeting: Tuesday 10th March 2026  at 7.30pm at Hadspen Village Hall

