Pitcombe Parish Council  


 Minutes of the Pitcombe Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 
7.30pm
Present: Cllrs N Hartnell, M Hutton,  E Sandeman and J Wyatt  
In attendance:  2 Flood Wardens, Mrs Fone, Zoe from The Newt, Mrs Lucy Trimnell Somerset Councillor and Mrs Tuck, Clerk.
2026.22 Apologies Cllr M Groom, J Duffy, R Shylan, Somerset Councillor Tom Power 
Cllr Hutton agreed to Chair the meeting and opened the meeting at 7.30pm
2026.23 Declaration of  Interest - None 
2026.24 Minutes of the Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting were read
2026.25 Matters Arising: Nothing that isn’t on the agenda.
2026.26 To receive reports: Cllr Power’s report has not been received as yet. Cllr Trimnell arrived later as she had been at another Council meeting prior to ours.  Councillors made Cllr Trimnell aware of how dangerous the pothole in Cole is and that Parishioners are concerned about it.  Cllr Trimnell appreciated that as she had to negotiate the pothole to get to the meeting tonight. There is a consultation on Somerset Council citizens space on the website for people to complete on Adult Social Care. The boundary review is complete.  Somerset Council will be increasing the Council Tax by 4.99%, letters should come out any day now, the head of the Council said they had to be sent out by post at a cost o £200,000. Somerset have been allowed to sell up to £30m assets, money is very tight and the condition of the roads  - there is no more money.  Somerset have lost the rural services grant worth £6/7m. The scrutiny committee are looking  at community first response and placing defibs on lamp posts. 
The mess in the road at Cole is dangerous – the port folio holder is Chris Hall – they do not have extra money for bridge repairs and this may not be repaired until 2027/28. The Pitcombe bridge is programmed and should start on 13th April 2026, they are still on target at present., you could ask to see the schedule of works. Ref the collapsed drain on a371nJohn Nicholson said it was on target for 26/27 when he sent an email January 2025 before he left South Somerset which was copied to Tom and Lucy.

2026.27 Planning applications, footpaths and road closures. 
i To consider new Planning applications 
	
Application number
	Proposal
	Location

	26/00156/FUL
	Not in our area but we are given the opportunity to comment. Erection of new ecosphere structure to house a succulent plant collection together with related services and visitor facilities, as an extension to the existing visitor attraction at The Newt in Somerset; associated access, landscape and drainage works, including temporary construction access from Cary Edge Lane
	Land OS 3426 Hadspen Estate Bratton Seymour Wincanton 
Somerset BA7 7NG



Zoe from the Newt attended the meeting to explain the planning for the biosphere which is in Shepton Montague Parish, questions were answered about the arrangement for waste management and Councillors were happy with the response. Our flood wardens felt that all planning permissions should have a net gain on water disposal to improve the flood risk as water drains into the Pit. Zoe explained that water will be captured to run through clay into bedrock below. Councillors were happy with the explanations.
ii. Update on Planning applications currently under consideration by Local Planning Authority 23/03192/FUL and 23/03193/LBC Gants Mill Gants Mill Lane Bruton Somerset BA10 0DB, Conversion of disused Mill buildings (part of) and Stables to a single dwelling house with staff flat and ancillary use of outbuildings, with associated demolition, alteration, extension, replacement of modern buildings, together with landscape, access and flood mitigation works, including retention and extension of bund adjacent to railway AWAITING DECISION
iii. Outcome of Planning applications considered at previous meetings: 
25/02215/FUL and 25/02216/LBC Hadspen Valley House Lime Kiln Lane Hadspen Castle Cary Somerset BA7 7LX  Removal of non historic late C20th outbuilding, erection of single-storey, two-bedroom annexe for elderly relative and carer on existing footprint, erection of outbuildings to accommodate machinery and store, re-instatement of lost historic gates and removal of concrete yard covering Permitted with conditions
Iv Foot paths Lancombe Lane. GOOD NEWS! A meeting was held with Eve Wynn, Susan Fone, Richard Drescher and Martin Jennings, unfortunately Cllr Duffy was nt sent the email and no other Councillors were able to attend. Richard Drescher agreed that his original quote still stands and Eve Wynn has found a pot of money at the end of the year and has agreed to fund the cost, with the arish Council reclaiming the VAT on Mr Drescher’s invoice, There is some question about water flowing after the repair but Mrs Fone has a plan which she will share with the Council at a later date. Eve Wynn has raised a work order, the Clerk has prepared an invoice to send as soon as the work is done as the County need to pay us before 31st March. Mrs Fone thanked the Clerk for her help and The Council thanked Mrs Fone.
Nap Hollow briddle way horses have churned up the gateway but its not obstructed.
v. Temporary Road Closures/Highways: ttro197610S - Bruton Road, Bruton 12th March 2026 and last for 2 nights (18:30 - 06:00) to enable Treebor to carry out tree cutting works. 
Highways:
Pot holes and the condition of the roads was discussed at this stage, a lot have white paint around them. Potholes by the bridge in Cole are dangerous Cllr Hutton had reported in the summer of 2025
Somerset Highways have been out but say they cannot repair it whilst water is running across the road.  Wessex Water have been out to look and say there is no leak from a hydrant or pipes. Cllr Duffy had discussed the problem with Gerald and someone attended on 17th February but they are only planning to replace the drain covers.. Cllr Duffy will contact Somerset Highways once the leak has been repaired. Someone has put a traffic cone in the pothole but it is dangerous to navigate especially in he dark, Cllr Wyatt suggested a short term repair would be to fill it with sand and hardcore.  Flooding on the highway is an obstruction and the authority has a responsibility to repair it as its causing an obstruction on the highway.  There has been a lot of discussion on the local whatsapp ground on what to do about it. Cllr Hutton will send out a report it link on the Somerset Council website. Clerk to put a link in the Parish News on how to report potholes and issues.
2026.28 Correspondence An Invitation to a City, Town and Parish briefing to include an update on the Local Plan and the Local Transport Delivery Plan - Monday 16th March 4:00 - 5:30pm
SPARK & SALC Community Health & Wellbeing Roadshow various dates, as email, nearest Chilthorne Domer Village Hall 11th April, 10-1pm which Cllr Duffy has said he will attend.
2026.29 Finance 
a. Cheques for approval were agreed.
b. Financial report was given and approved. 
2026.30 Council Matters –     
a) Flooding Lucie advised the Council that she has updated the emergency plan with a 1 page improvement to adopt a catchment approach. Balsam remains a priority. the simple stuff is done, it’s the more complicated areas left to do. Lucie doesn’t know what we can do differently,  there are 7 administrative boarders that the River Pit in Pitcombe comes through from Wincanton and Charlton Musgrove. FWAG , you can pay a  fee to get a landowners map. on people locally to identify landowners 
Zoe mentioned the Cam Catchment river project  There are grants available for flood mitigation through FWAG and Hadspen Valley is a good place to start with grants up to £20K. 
b) Defibrillator updates Quote has been sent and photos have been requested to be send to Insurance company who also want more information  including a copy of the original invoice, which the clerk is trying to source – there’s no invoices on the laptop but we do have a copy of the letter/order sent with the cheque all will be forwarded to the insurance company.
c) Finger posts updates a quote of has been received from Somerset Forge for £1,330 plus VAT which will be sent to CPRE for consideration at their next meeting. As we have £960 of CIL money that could be used towards this. Cllr Wyatt suggested that we go ahead and authorise the repairs, we can pay the difference if we don’t get a grant towards it.It was agreed to authorise Somerset Gorge to go ahead.
d) Bruton School for Girls Cllr Duffy has arranged a community meeting in Hadspen Village Hall on 14th March at 2pm to discuss the future of the site and what local people would like to see happen to it. Cllrs Hutton and Hartnell have agreed to help set up the hall for this.
 e) SID – no reply as yet. clerk to email  Somerset Council again.
 f) date of the next meeting 14th /21st April? It was agreed to hold the next meeting on 21st August, clerk will put in Parish News Magazine and on website

Cllr Wyatt still wants an answer from Cllr Trimnell about how much money is raised for Somerset Council through business and housing rates in Pitcombe. Clerk to email as Councillor Trimnell had left the meeting early feeling unwell. 

2026.31 Items for report and for the next agenda Please note this item can only be used for statements of information and requests for items to be included on the agenda at the next meeting. 
A Chairman needs appointing
Date of the next Parish Council meeting: Tuesday 21st April  2026  at 7.30pm at Hadspen Village Hall

