Pitcombe Parish Council  


 Minutes of the Pitcombe Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 20th January 2026 at 
7.30pm
Present: Cllrs M Groom, M Hutton, N Hartnell, R Shylan, E Sandeman, J Duffy J Wyatt  
In attendance:  2 members of the public,   Mrs Lucy Trimnell Somerset Councillor, Mrs Tuck, clerk 
2026.01 Apologies 
2026.02 Declaration of  Interest – Cllr Shylan, 2026.06a
2026.03 Minutes of the Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting were read
 were read and an error was brought up, the water leak is not near the Badgers sett, they will be corrected and brought to the next meeting,
2026.04 Matters Arising: Cllr Duffy stated that the pothole is deeper, he met the famer when it was flooded, there are problems with a manhole and a drain but he will get Gerald and a digger to fix it.
2026.05 To receive reports: Cllr Power’s has not been received as yet. Cllr Trimnell reported that the 
Council will get a maximum of 4.99% from the Government for the next year. The county are struggling to get on top of the number of road defects reported. There is a consultation on adult social care. 
2026.06 Planning applications, footpaths and road closures. 
i To consider new Planning applications 
	Application number
	Proposal
	Location

	a) 25/02745/FUL
	Application for the siting of a temporary agricultural workers dwelling. 
	Mr R Shylan Land Os 8400 Green Lane Pitcombe Bruton Somerset BA7 7LX

	b) 26/00040/FUL
	External alterations to south west elevation
	Estate service building, The Newt Hadspen BA7 7NG

	c) 26/00052/DOC1
	Discharge of condition no 27 from   25/00384/FUL
	Shatwell farm, Shatwell Lane BA9 8DL


a) Mr Shylan explained he is putting in solar and a wind turbine, he has water from the bore hole he shares with Mr Garrett so will be self sufficient. Mr Shylan has completed a  biodiversity check list. An officer went up that day and checked it out. The Parish Council decided they should support this application,
b and c) This could have been done by permitted development but The Newt chose not to do that, the are good neighbours and the Council decided to support this application.
ii. Update on Planning applications currently under consideration by Local Planning Authority None advised  
iii. Outcome of Planning applications considered at previous meetings: None advised  
Iv Foot paths Lancombe Lane. Mr Fone had replied to the Council to say he was no longer able to work for us on Lancombe Lane as he was too busy. Mr Drescher had not replied. The three quotes received were not for the same standard of work, we need to know what work is actually needed. It was agreed that we would ask Eve Wynn, Somerset Footpaths officer is she would be prepared to meet Councillors and walk the lane to see what work she thought was needed.
v Temporary Road Closures ttro445902S – 
TTRO7424315 Golf Links Road, Yarlington 4th February 10 hours, Openreach
TTRO021531S Higher Ansford, Ansford 8th February 6 hours Openreach
TTRO54888E Bruton Road Evercreech 9th February – 6  hours, Openreach

2026.07 Correspondence Mr Pidsley Roadsigns./ finger posts – update on finger posts The Clerk had discovered through Somerset Heritage that there grants available to restore finger posts in Somerset. The grants come from CPRE with money from Hinckley Point. The Clerk is waiting for Somerset Forge to return the quotes and will apply for a grant form to complete once this is received.

2026.08 Finance 
a. Cheques for approval were agreed, 
b. Financial report was given and approved. 
c. Set Precept 26-27 The budget was discussed and it was decided to raise the precept to £12,000 as we cannot rely on County for road sweeping, drain clearing and other jobs we may have to provide ourselves.

2026.09 Council Matters – 
   a) Defibrillator. The Clerk had spoken ot the insurance company and has to get a quote for a new defib   and supply photographs for the insurance claim, thought it was decided not to replace the defib in the current location The clerk was asked to get in touch with Mr Tuson to ask people using the astroturf to contact us so we could advise them of our decision.              
   b) Bruton School for Girls Cllr Duffy said that the school was in a terrible state.That he had ben told that  the copper pipes had been stripped from inside, there are holes in the windows and roof and he felt that Kings had been negligent. We will write to the Chairty Commission and tell them of the state the school is in and that Kings have been negligent. The Trustees must be independent, they can’t be Kings School Trustees. The Charity Commission has decided it has to be an independent committee who decide where the money goes and money should be put aside for the education of people in the area, Residents are concerned about what will become of the school. What else could it be used for? A SEND school will not work in that location. Cllr Duffy suggested a community meeting to brain storm what could become of it which could be shared with Old Girls.  He has some ideas which he would like to discuss with the Trustees and will contact Mr Tuson with his ideas.
    c) SID – any update – Still waiting to hear from Somerset Council.
    d) Water leak under the road.  In Cole by the bridge. Wessex Water have looked at it last week and was digging out the drains. The water was frozen and a car had an accident damaging the railing over the river bridge. Somerset Council were there last week and did a temporary repair with a plastic barrier. Cllr Trimnell will speak to Mr Jacklin it needs sorting. Tracy Harris should be able to help, a spring is leaking over the road, it was in a channel under the road which got covered over, if the channel is found it will dry the gateway up. Its a safety Issue, it needs reporting on  03001235000 the bridge is dangerous if people drive off it into the river. 
     In Hadspen, 2 A frame signs appeared with sandbags on them, the sandbags keep being moved or thrown to the side or into the hedge, its slippery with diesel, the signs warn of a slippery road -it needs reporting on Somerset Report it.
     There was a burnt out car on Ridge Lane which Mr Shylan got removed with the help of The Newt, mr Shylan asked for a letter of thanks to be sent to The Newt. 
2026.10 Items for report and for the next agenda Please note this item can only be used for statements of information and requests for items to be included on the agenda at the next meeting. 

A Chairman needs appointing.

2026.11 Date of the next Parish Council meeting: Tuesday 10th March 2026  at 7.30pm at Hadspen Village Hall

