Pitcombe Parish Council  


 Minutes of the Pitcombe Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 12th May 2026 after the annual Parish Meeting at 7.45.
Present: Cllrs J Duffy, M Groom, M Hutton, N Hartnell, R Shylan  and J Wyatt  
In attendance:  Mrs Lucy Trimnell Somerset Councillor, Mrs Tuck, clerk 
2026.32 Apologies Cllr E Sandeman,  Somerset Councillor Tom Power Mrs Fone, Footpaths Officer Lucie Reader Flood Warden 
2026.33 Declaration of  Interest - None 
2026.34 Minutes of the Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved as a true record of the last meeting.
2026.35 Matters Arising: None
2026.36 To receive reports: Cllr Power’s report was forwarded to Councillors. Cllr Trimnell stated that there are lots of changes, 5 scrutiny committees are being reduced to 4, executive roles are changing, Cllr Trimnell’s position hasn’t changed but Cllr Power’s will change. Skill up Somerset is an apprenticeship site which co-ordinates jobs for youngsters.  There is a judicial review with Council Tax dispensations for disabled households. There is an LCN highways meeting on 2nd June at Castle Cary Town Hall at 10.30am. The previous meeting was disappointing when the Police due to attend, cancelled the day before the meeting. The pothole at Cole that was filled with water is still there but seems to have had some work done. 25th – 27th May the road is closed at Cole. There has been more vandalism reported at the Bruton School for Girls site, with people on the roof removing capping stones.  Cllr Trimnell had a reply to Cllr Wyatts request for information about how much revenue the people and businesses in Pitcombe Parish pay in Council tax. It wasn’t the reply that was wanted but Cllr Trimnell had asked the right question but the wrong answer was given. Cllr Trimnell was asked to repeat the part of the question that remained unanswered,
Then Cllr Hutton asked Cllr Trimnell if she has seen any documentation about the repairs to the drains on the A371 to see if it was on a programme of works, also Potholes in Line Kiln Lane. The potholes will be reported again but if anyone has any reference numbers for potholes already reported please pass them onto Cllr Trimnell. Nothing seen yet about the drains. An email had been received from James Moore the LCN link – this had been forwarded to Councillors. 
2026.37 Planning applications, footpaths and road closures. . 
i To consider new Planning applications 
	Application number
	Proposal
	Location

	26/00902/LBC
Reply by 14th May
	Proposed radon mitigation works
	 Lisbury Farmhouse Cole Road Bruton Somerset BA10 0DD


ii. Update on Planning applications currently under consideration by Local Planning Authority None advised
iii. Outcome of Planning applications considered at previous meetings: None advised  
Iv Foot paths Lancombe Lane is completed and grant money received from Somerset Council Cllr Wyatt to talk to Mrs Fone ref problems he’d found with some footpaths.
v Temporary Road Closures 
TTRO6373905 Bruton Road, Bruton and North Brewham, 10th May 09.30-15.30 for Open Reach to complete work.
TTRO310072S - Hadspen To Cole, Pitcombe 11th May for 3 days to enable Wessex Water to replace a chamber and cover.
TTRO648168S - Cole To Sunny Hill, Pitcombe 26th May 2026 and last for 3 days to enable Wessex Water to replace a chamber
vi. Highways – pothole discussed earlier in meeting with Cllr Trimnell.  Cllr Groom reported Limekiln Lane from the Farm to Hadspen Village hall, needs attention and had been over looked, it appears they ran out of tarmac and haven’t returned.

2026.38 Correspondence The closure of the stroke unit at Yeovil District Hospital was of some concern, it was agreed to post this in the parish news and the website.

2026.39 Finance 
a. Cheques for approval were agreed, 
b. Financial report was given , Cllr Wyatt asked what are the priorities of the Parish Council and what we spend our money on. Clerk reminded Councillors that £900 of Cil money was in our account and was going towards the repair of the finger posts, which is £1330 (+ Vat which can be claimed back) 
The clerk as asked to add Cllr Hobhouse’s spreadsheet to the next agenda, which listed actions and 
what to look at in the future...
The problem off the water on the road in Cole was discussed , after discussion it was agreed for a working party of Councillors to see if they could find the pip that is supposed to be going under the road to carry the water, which may be blocked. If it can be located then we can look at how to address it. Whether to get someone with a digger  do the groundworks, 
Clerk was also asked what it would cost to add the finger posts to the insurance policy.

2026.40 Council Matters –
a) Flooding Lucie’s report has been emailed to Councillors – Thanks to Lucie.
b) Local plan formerly the neighbourhood plan – had a discussion about creating a new one specifically around planning at the BSG site. The 1st Steering committee meeting was held tonight before the Annual meeting,7 people attended, 2 of which had been involved on the previous local plan .Documents and an application letter will go to Somerset Council . The Chairman and the Clerk has to sign one of the forms tp go to the Council this week, gather evidence and in a few months survey the community. That they support the plan, he local plan is out of date, it’s a 12 month process but whoever buys the BSG site would have to confirm with the neighbourhood plan. JD has positive Business pan for the site to discuss with them with lots of interest, STEM school, All year round  Nursery from 6 months, SEND school, apprenticeship area.and more
c) Web site and email addresses / social media We selected Parish Online, and have given them the go ahead, Need to have a discussion with the Church and the Village hall who currently are linked to our website. Regarding emails JD will look into sending an auto response for a period of 6 months or so to overlap old and new addresses. 
d) Communications - statutory and informal. Cllr Dutton wants to know the key things we need to publish and when, Meeting notes and agendas to be received a week before the meetings, minutes a week after the meeting, any additional correspondence /planning items can be added at the meeting. Agendas and minutes on the notice boards, Cllr Hartnell agreed to post to the three in Pitcombe ( the Viaduct, the triangle by Elm Field and Cole Road whilst Cllr Hutton agreed to do the one by the Village Hall), if someone is away and cannot do it the clerk will put them on the notice boards
e) Defibrillator updates Awaiting another Quote from Defib warehouse reminder to be sent.
f)  Finger posts updates Somerset Forge will get round to them as soon as they can.
g) Bruton School for Girls update Cllr Dutton has been told ne Trustees have been appointed, however as yet we do not know who they are, Mr Tuson is away until 21st May. The outcome is not clear as yet. The Charities Commission do not know about the new trustees . A meeting has been requested between the PC, trustees and the CC. We still have the asset of Community value on the astro turf.
 h) PItcombe Bridge Repairs started 20th April, could take up to 10 weeks.
 i) New Councillor training -Training courses Cllr Duffy wants to do - do any other Councillors want to do any training?
 j) SID no update – clerk to chase County again, Cllr Trimnell will also ask.
  
2026.41 Items for report and for the next agenda Please note this item can only be used for statements of information and requests for items to be included on the agenda at the next meeting. 
Cllr Hartnell reminded Council of his request to find out more about building on Pitcombe Rock Falconry, Clerk had visited Mr \Wells, who had shown her the building which was on the original plan as an employee rest room facility ( even though he only has volunteers). He will apply for planning for visitor toilets once he has completed the driveway and car park.
The meeting closed at 9/20pm

Date of the next Parish Council meeting: Tuesday 9th June 2026  at 7.30pm at Hadspen Village Hall

