Pitcombe Parish Council  


 Minutes of the Pitcombe Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 21st April 2026 at 
7.30pm 
Present: Cllrs M Groom, J Duffy, R Shylan, E Sandeman, N Hartnell
In attendance:  Mr T Power, Somerset Councillor, 1 member of the public and Mrs Tuck, Clerk.
2026.22 Apologies Cllrs M Hutton, and J Wyatt and Somerset Councillor Lucy Power 

Cllr Groom agreed to Chair the meeting and opened the meeting at 7.30pm
2026.23 Declaration of  Interest – Cllr Sandeman declared an interest in 2 planning applications.
2026.24 Minutes of the Last Meeting.  The Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved though Cllr Duffy was present in February so those minutes will be amended and signed at the next meeting.
2026.25 Matters Arising: Potholes The big hole in the middle of the road at Cole has been filled, historically the repairs have lasted two months. Wessex Water say they came 3-4weeks ago, hey think the water is coming form a spring which is not their fault it’s a highways issue as they are unclear where the water is coming from, there are fire hydrants each side of the road/ Cllr Shylan thinks it needs a gully down the lane diverting the water to the river so the water doesn’t flow over into the road. Cllr Duffy will meet with Mr Garrett on Saturday morning to look at it.
With reference to Mr Wyatt’s request to Councillor Trimnell, the reply is we have to request a formal freedom of interest request so his query with regard to Council tax received from residents of the Parish  can be logged and answered fo the records
2026.26 To receive reports: Cllr Power’s report has been forwarded to Councillors and the Parish News Magazine. Cllr Power stated that the budget had gone through and everything seems to have calmed down. Planning is a major frustration.

2026.27 Planning applications, footpaths and road closures. 
i To consider new Planning applications 
	
Application number
	Proposal
	Location

	1)
26/00475/FUL
	Use of land for the stationing of 1 mobile home for occupation by an agricultural worker (following temporary approval under Permission 22/01693/FUL).
	Mr R Garrett
Land East Of Ridge Lane Hadspen Castle Cary

	2) 26/00726/TCA
	Work to trees – felling 1 birch and 1 Maple tree

	Mr E Sandeman, Hadspen Valley House, Lime Kiln Lane.

	3) 26/00479/COU
	Change of use of land for the siting of 3 shepherd huts to provide holiday accommodation - Hadspen Valley House Lime Kiln Lane Hadspen Castle Cary Somerset BA7 7LX
	Mr E Sandeman, Hadspen Valley House, Lime Kiln Lane.


1) Mr Garrett advised Councillors on his application to make a 3 year temporary application a permanent application. – The Council approved this application,
2) Mr Sandeman’s trees are too close to the footings but he will be planting more trees
3) Mr Sandeman’s shepherds huts will be on wheels which will be set in a metal runner in  concrete sited within the orchard, he wants to create an experience to come and stay in an orchard and eventually produce cider in the barn, he intends to harvest the water off the barn and have a waste water system and pump for the waste fluid and have it taken off site. Where the trees in the orchard have been sprayed with chemicals for years he will not be using any chemicals on his trees.  It was proposed by Cllr Groom and seconded by Cllr Hartnell that we support this application.
ii. Update on Planning applications currently under consideration by Local Planning Authority None advised
iii. Outcome of Planning applications considered at previous meetings: None advised.
Iv Foot paths Lancombe Lane. RD Engineering worked on Lancombe Lane so the footpath was useable again.  Eve Wynn, footpaths officer from Somerset Council agreed to pay £1800, the Council can claim back the VAT, however Mr Dreschner found a tree needed to be felled and that couldn’t be covered by the money from Somerset Council, so the Parish Council have paid the additional £500. 
v. Temporary Road Closures/Highways: TTRO 6638935 Bratton Seymour Road, Bratton Seymour 29th April for 3 days to allow Wessex Water to replace a chamber and cover.
TTRO6373905 Bruton Road, Bruton and North Brewham, 10th May 09.30-15.30 for Open Reach to complete work.
TTRO310072S - Hadspen To Cole, Pitcombe 11th May for 3 days to enable Wessex Water to replace a chamber and cover.
Highways: Bridge update, Pitcombe bridge work was due to have started last week, but this was postponed and started on 20th, this is due to continue for up to 10 weeks. Potholes had been discussed earlier in the meeting. 
Trees and hedges over hanging the roads were discussed, especially from Cole Manor up towards Bruton the hedge on the left hand side has not been cut for a number of years. It is the landowners responsibility to cut these. 
A discussion took place and it was decided we needed more money to be able to do more things.
2026.28 Correspondence 
2026.29, Finance
a. Cheques for approval were agreed.
b. Financial report was given and approved, the clerk advised that the money from Somerset County for Lancombe Lane had not been received as yet, though we had paid the bill.
2026.30 Council Matters
a) Flooding The flood report had been received from Lucie Reader	
b) Local plan – The Parish Council held a meeting last year to discuss the parish plan the local plan is now a thing of the past and was replaced by a neighbourhood plan. Cllr Duffy thinks it is important to do a  neighbourhood plan as it would be taken into consideration for planning on the BSG site.  The cost is work for people to complete it. Cllr Duffy did a survey on BSG and 240 people took part.- this can be used in the plan. The Council agreed to move ahead with this Cllr Duffy will have a skeleton plan for the next meeting.
c) Web site and email addresses / social media Cllr Duffy feels we need a better website, a gov.uk website and email address and has been in touch with Parish Online – it would cost £250 for the first year, £390 for the second year, it would help us get more compliant is more accessible, it was agreed to explore this, the clerk to talk to our existing providers.
d) Communications - statutory and informal it was agreed for a Whatsapp group for Councillors and the clerk in the event of urgent emails needing accessing a message could be sent.  
e) Defibrillator updates the insurance company wanted to know what precautions we would take to stop the defib being stolen again – we won’t put it back where it was before and will find a new location for it.
f)  Finger posts updates Somerset Forge instructed to proceed clerk asked to ask them what the time scale is for the repair.
g) Bruton School for Girls update A meeting was held in the village hall to discuss the future of BSG, Sarah Dyke our local MP attended, business people, local residents, education representatives, as a result a proposed business plan has been drawn up, part for an SEND school, possible nursery, part for other education, for business, for community and for housing, some affordable. This plan would mean that Kings could get back money that they have already spent, renting out some of the buildings his plan demonstrates how they can clear the debt as they can’t sell the land due to charitable endowment.  Cllr Duffy has met Mr Tuson from Kings 3 times for discussions regarding these plans. Cllr Duffy still has a meeting with the Newt and possibly Cameron Mackintosh.
 h) PItcombe Bridge Repairs commenced 20th April 2026
 i) New Councillor training SALC have a number of training courses for Councillors, Cllr Duffy has identified some he would like to do and asks other Councillors to take a look and see if they want to do any.  
 j) SID still no update – chasing Somerset Highways.
   
2026.31 Items for report and for the next agenda Please note this item can only be used for statements of information and requests for items to be included on the agenda at the next meeting. 
The Yurt in the paddock of the Manor. The caravan at the bottom of strutters hill.
Pitcombe Rock Falconry new building the clerk will visit and report back at the next meeting. 

Date of the next Parish Council meeting: Tuesday 12th May, Annual Parish Meeting  at 7.30pm followed by the Parish Council Meeting  at Hadspen Village Hall

