Pitcombe Parish Council  


 Minutes of the Pitcombe Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 9th June 2026 at 7.30pm
Present: Cllrs J Duffy, M Hutton, N Hartnell, R Shylan E Sandeman and J Wyatt  
In attendance:  Mrs Fone, Footpaths Officer, Mrs Tuck, clerk 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm
2026.42 Apologies Cllr M Groom, Somerset Councillor Tom Power Lucie Reader Flood Warden 
2026.43 Declaration of  Interest – Cllr Sandeman in planning 2026.47 i
2026.45 Matters Arising Cllr Hutton’s report to Somerset Council ref potholes in Lime Kiln Lane have mainly all been filled, so the report worked and he will send another one from the village Hall through Cole to Sunnyhill.  The Village Hall sign over the finger post is faded – can it be replaced?
2026.46 To receive reports: Cllr Power’s report was forwarded to Councillors. 
2026.47 Planning applications, footpaths and road closures. . 
i To consider new Planning applications 
	Application number
	Proposal
	Location

	26/01340/S19
	S19 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) to amend the roof covering of annexe to standing seam metal roof, in relation to planning permission
25/02216/LBC for Removal of non historic late C20th outbuilding, erection of single storey, two-bedroom annexe for elderly relative and carer on existing footprint, erection of outbuildings to accommodate machinery and store, re-instatement of lost historic gates and removal of concrete yard covering.
	Hadspen Valley House Lime Kiln Lane Hadspen Castle Cary Somerset BA7
7LX


Councillors asked Mr Sandeman to let them know what he was planning regarding the roof covering, the stated that the living roof was very expensive and they had decided to go for a zinc roof, then Cllr Sandeman left the room so Councillors could discuss the amendment. No one had any objections to the amendment and Cllr Sandeman was asked to return.
ii. Update on Planning applications currently under consideration by Local Planning Authority None advised
iii. Outcome of Planning applications considered at previous meetings: None advised  
Iv Foot paths Mrs Fone reported that Lancombe Lane has been left rough, SF had damaged her knee on it, there is still an issue with a lot of flow going down the lane. Mrs Fone has a meeting with Eve Wynn on Thursday  and will be putting it on the cutting rota for side growth.  Mr M Jennings has volunteered to keep the nettles down at his end.  Mr Jennigns, Mrs Fone and Lucie Reqder to meet to discuss water flow, it starts at stump cross.  People are delighted that they can walk Lancombe Lane again, its an unclassified lane so can’t get footpath grants but Lucie R may be able to get grants under flooding.  Cllr Shylan and Mr P Jennings have talked on site about discharging the water where it went before, M Jennings said it’s not his responsibility its on no mans land. We will need quotes on how to deal with it.  Cllr Shylan will look at what is needed.. Cllr Wyatt reported an over grown footpath, Cllr Shylan will put the RCV down it.  Mrs Fone stated this an unclassified road not a right of way, legally anyone can use it, it needs clearing, SF took a stick to beat back the nettles and brambles but it can’t be cut until the end of August unless a bird check is done.  Mr Garrett had put wire across the track, there are objections from residents who don’t want quad bikes to be able to access it. The road survey people tried to go up the lane last year but couldn’t get through. Cllr Hutton has reported Hells Ladder Lane to the Council as it’s a bridle way. SF will put it on a cutting rota., need to clear a decent walkway now and clear it up in the autumn. 
v Temporary Road Closures – ttro918629S - Neom - Mill Lane, Pitcombe  Please be aware that we have received a notification of a TTRN (urgent) road closure at Mill Lane, Pitcombe  which will commence on 9th June 2026 - 9th June 2026 (08:00 - 16:00) for a total of 8 hours. This will enable Neom Ltd working on behalf of Somerset Council to carry out trial holes. 
vi. Highways covered under matters arising. 
2026.48 Correspondence All had been forwarded to Councillors 
Community conversation email, 
NALC project keystone survey, 
Template for calculations of elections from Somerset Council 
Online update ref local plan – 10th June @4pm
Somerset Council chairs awards nominations for 2026 

2026.49 Finance 
a. Cheques for approval were agreed, 
b. Financial report was given , 

2026.50 Council Matters –
a) Flooding Lucie’s report has been emailed to Councillors – Thanks to Lucie.
Wessex Water came and capped 2 tanks, they cleared the pipe and there was a few days without water but after rain running out of the field there are floods again at the bottom. Cllr Shylan looked around, the water has been tested and its not chlorinated it  is a spring. The water pipe that goes across the road is on top of  a water main which  is 0.9m down. Need to take the water back into the field and deal with the water at source in the field, need a deep sump  to get the water through a soak away rather than take it across the field Mr Griffin is fine for the work to be done in the field,  Mr Griffin would like to find the original pipe across the road and clean it to see if it moves any differently before they start .  Cllr Duffy proposed to give Mr Shylan the go ahead to get on with the work and to support what gas ti be done to a ball park estimate and to stone the gateway up. Mr Griffin will be happy as Land owner – Clr Duffy to make reference to it in the Parish News. Somerset Council is to get £50mil for flooding defences, suggest its mentioned to LR to see if any of it is available to help people of  Pitcombe? Cllr Hutton to speak to Lucie R about Cole,
B Neighbourhood Plan – the process has been started there was a meeting tonight prior to the PC meeting, need help from more members of the public, need to survey the public meeting at Hadspen Village Hall on 27th June to launch the survey. Clerk will do printing at Sexeys,
c) Web site and email addresses / social media, The Church and the Village hall to have a new website, but there will be a link to them on our website. Regarding emails JD will look into sending an auto response for a period of 6 months or so to overlap old and new addresses. 
d)  Defibrillator update – had second quote now insurance want more photos of the casing.
e)  Finger posts updates Somerset Forge will get round to them in 6 – 8 weeks, if anyone sees them working .CPRE would appreciate it if  we can photograph them working on it, or after photos – clear has current photos
f)BSG LT is chair of BSG, BSG Trust si protected by Charity Commission and has independent trustees Helen James is he chair of the Trustees .  Head of Kings Matt Radley is supportive to what Cllr Duffy had to say. We have received information from Somerset Council that the Trust have applied for the Asset of Community Value to be lifted. The Council felt it was appropriate for us to register an interest in bidding for the astroturft which gives us until 26th November. The Council approved for us to move forward with a letter to Somerset Council.
g) PItcombe Bridge Repairs started 20th April, are on track should finish next week..
h) SID still  no update – clerk to chase County again, Cllr Trimnell will also ask.
  
2026.51 Items for report and for the next agenda Please note this item can only be used for statements of information and requests for items to be included on the agenda at the next meeting. 
Cllr Wyatt is keen that Parishioners know what the Councils priorities are what are we spending our precept on. 
The meeting closed at 9.20pm

Date of the next Parish Council meeting: Tuesday 14th July  2026  at 7.30pm at Hadspen Village Hall

